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Praise for Reformed Systematic Theology, Volume 3

“With the publication of this third volume of Reformed Systematic Theology, the
monumental Beeke and Smalley journey of theological exploration now takes us into
territory overseen by the Holy Spirit. Here we are given a reverent survey of the bibli-
cal witness to his ministry; a five-hundred-page exposition of the ordo salutis; and an
extensive exploration of the Beatitudes, the fruit of the Spirit, and the Decalogue, lead-
ing us appropriately to the loving fear of the Lord and prayer. Here the comprehensive
knowledge of the Reformed tradition characteristic of volumes one and two is now
combined with the authors’ specialist expertise in the experiential dimensions of bibli-
cal doctrine. Those who join them on the journey will find themselves traveling with
reliable guides and agreeable companions. En route, students will find the information
they require, pastors and teachers will discover the stimulus they need, and all Christian
readers will receive a theological education that will help them to live coram Deo.”
Sinclair B. Ferguson, Chancellor’s Professor of Systematic Theology, Reformed
Theological Seminary; Teaching Fellow, Ligonier Ministries

“I tell my students that I am not interested in theology that can’t be preached. I sense
the same when reading this third volume. What we have here is a systematic theology
that covers all bases—scholarly and pastoral, Reformed and worshipful. No topic is
left unaddressed. A monumental achievement.”
Derek W. H. Thomas, Senior Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Columbia,
South Carolina; Teaching Fellow, Ligonier Ministries; Chancellor’s Professor,
Reformed Theological Seminary

“One of Joel Beeke’s most prized contributions to the field of systematic theology is his
understanding that Christian theology is for living. A hallmark of Beeke’s preaching
and writing is that it follows Martin Bucer’s dictum: ‘True theology is not theoretical,
but practical. The end of it is living, that is to live a godly life.” This present volume is
no exception. Here is theology for the church of God and not just for the academy. It is
a privilege to commend this latest volume, with the prayer that it will find its way into
the bloodstream of the church.”

Ian Hamilton, Professor, Westminster Presbyterian Theological Seminary,

Newcastle, UK

“The third volume of Joel Beeke and Paul Smalley’s Reformed Systematic Theology
gives attention to the doctrines of the Holy Spirit (pneumatology) and salvation (sote-
riology). We are treated to, among many other significant features, a knowledgeable
defense of the ordo salutis, which sincerely engages the main objections to this impor-
tant formulation of classic Protestant soteriology. We meet a beautiful exposition of the
Holy Spirit and the historia salutis, which nicely complements the treatment of the ordo.
The volume concludes, as you might have expected in a book coauthored by Joel Beeke,
with a rich summary of the Holy Spirit’s work in the Christian experience of salvation
(experientia salutis). I must confess that I turned immediately to peek at the section on
preparatory grace and also that on assurance, knowing Beeke’s interest and expertise
in those areas. I will be utilizing this volume as I teach systematic theology, and will be
commending it to others. I've already learned and benefited from it greatly. This is a
welcome addition to the current flourishing of Reformed systematics.”
Ligon Duncan, Chancellor and CEO, Reformed Theological Seminary



Praise for the Reformed Systematic Theology Series

““Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!” This expression of
praise from Paul’s great doxology is a fitting response to reading this wonderful work of
doctrine and devotion. Though the Reformed faith is often caricatured as merely intel-
lectual, this work demonstrates that Reformed theology is also profoundly experiential,
as no chapter fails to move from theology to doxology.”
John MacArthur, Pastor, Grace Community Church, Sun Valley, California;
Chancellor, The Master’s University and Seminary

“Reformed Systematic Theology not only takes readers into the depths of our triune
God, but also shows what these great truths have to do with the Christian life. No
contemporary systematic theology will bring the reader to a greater understanding of
how theology blossoms into doxology than this one.”
Matthew Barrett, Associate Professor of Christian Theology, Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary; Executive Editor, Credo Magazine; editor, Reformation
Theology

“Beeke and Smalley have written a work useful to the church at large that teaches Chris-
tians what they should believe and how they should love, but they have not sacrificed
academic rigor to achieve these goals.”
J. V. Fesko, Professor of Systematic and Historical Theology, Reformed
Theological Seminary, Jackson, Mississippi

“Joel Beeke has continued his decades-long service to Christ and his church by present-
ing us with his mature reflections on the nature of systematic theology. This work is
fully reliable, well written, easily understood, and thoroughly researched.”
Richard C. Gamble, Professor of Systematic Theology, Reformed Presbyterian
Theological Seminary

“Here is theology functioning as it ought to function—calling us to worship. You will
not need to agree with the authors at every point to believe and to hope that this work
will serve Christ’s church well in our generation and for generations to come.”
Jeremy Walker, Pastor, Maidenbower Baptist Church, Crawley, UK; author,
Life in Christ; Anchored in Grace; and A Face Like a Flint
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Preface to Volume 3

With much gratitude to God we present the third volume of Reformed
Systematic Theology. In a sense, the project started here in 2016, when
we began a significant revision of theological lectures, presented at Puritan
Reformed Theological Seminary, on the doctrines of the Holy Spirit and
his work in applying salvation. Those revised lectures became the seed
from which this systematic theology grew.

The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is discussed in systematic theology
under the locus of pneumatology (from Greek prneuma, “spirit,” and
logos, “word, speech”).! However, here we encounter a complication, for
the study of the Holy Spirit’s work overlaps with another locus, soteriol-
0gy, the doctrine of salvation (Greek soteria). In God’s plan of salvation,
the Holy Spirit applies to the elect the salvation accomplished by the work
of Christ as Mediator (Titus 3:5-6). Therefore, we have chosen to combine
these two loci and consider them as one. Hence, this volume contains part
5 of our systematic theology, “Pneumatology and Soteriology: The Doc-
trine of Salvation Applied by the Holy Spirit.”

However, in order to provide an orderly structure for our treatment of the
various aspects of the Spirit’s work, we consider it from three perspectives.

First, from the perspective of the history of salvation (Latin historia
salutis), we trace the work of the Spirit through the history of God’s mighty
works: creation, God’s covenantal and redemptive dealings with the patri-
archs and Israel, the incarnation and work of Jesus Christ, the outpouring
of the Spirit at Pentecost and its implications for the church today, and the
Spirit’s work in transforming God’s creation into the new creation.

Second, from the perspective of the order of salvation (ordo salutis),
we trace the Spirit’s work in applying salvation to individual persons by

1. On the loci of systematic theology, see RST, 1:64-66.
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union with Christ, including the general call of the gospel, conviction of
sin, regeneration and conversion, justification, adoption, sanctification,
and preservation and perseverance.

Third, from the perspective of the practical experience of salvation
(experientia salutis), we explore the work of the Spirit with respect to the
indwelling of the Spirit, assurance of salvation, the fruit of the Spirit in
personal godliness, Spirit-worked obedience to God’s commandments, the
fear of God, various Christian virtues, and prayer.

We desire to make it clear from the outset that these are not three
separate categories, but three perspectives on the work of God the Holy
Spirit. God’s mighty works in history (historia salutis) aim at the salvation
of individuals (ordo salutis), and God’s works in history and individual
lives are profoundly experiential in producing piety (experientia salutis).

Before we proceed to these topics, we must review a doctrine intro-
duced in volume 1 under the doctrine of the Trinity—the person of the
Holy Spirit—for we must know who the Spirit is before we can adequately
consider what he does. This we do in the introductory chapter, where we
also answer objections to the study of the Spirit and offer reasons why this
is such an important doctrine for us to know.

We thank Justin Taylor and the team at Crossway for their enthusiasm
for this project and the Christian professionalism they constantly exhibit in
their work. We particularly thank Greg Bailey, our editor, for the countless
improvements he has made in our writing. We also gratefully acknowledge
the labors of Ray Lanning, Keith Mathison, Wouter Pieters, and Liz Smith
in reviewing our manuscript. And we thank God for our wives, Mary
Beeke and Dawn Smalley, for their faithful love and prayers. They are both
beautiful examples of the power of God’s salvation and the reality of the
Holy Spirit’s indwelling his saints. Consequently, we gratefully dedicate
this volume to them. Soli Deo gloria!

Joel R. Beeke and Paul M. Smalley



PART 5

PNEUMATOLOGY AND
SOTERIOLOGY:
THE DOCTRINE OF
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Analytical Outline:

Pneumatology and Soteriology

Section A: The Holy Spirit and the History
of Salvation (Historia Salutis)

L. Introduction to the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit
A. Objections to the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit

1.

2.
3.
4.

We Should Not Study the Spirit but Be Filled with the
Spirit

Focusing on the Spirit Leads to Bizarre Behavior

The Doctrine of the Spirit Divides Christians
Studying the Spirit Distracts Us from Jesus Christ

B. The Importance of Studying the Holy Spirit

1.

AN o

To Know the Spirit Is to Know Our God

To Know the Spirit Is to Know Our Salvation

To Know the Spirit Is to Understand Sanctification

To Know the Spirit Is to Balance the Christian Life

To Know the Spirit Is to Worship God Rightly

To Know the Spirit Is to Appreciate Historic Christian
Orthodoxy

To Know the Spirit Is to Be Equipped to Speak to Our
Culture

To Know the Spirit Is to Be Prepared for Spiritual Warfare

. To Know the Spirit Is to Feel Our Dependence
10.

To Know the Spirit Is to Know Christ

C. The Person of the Holy Spirit

1.

The Names of the Spirit
a. The Spirit of God or the Spirit of the Lord
b. The Holy Spirit
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2. The Deity of the Holy Spirit
Names and Titles of Deity
Attributes of Deity
Relations of Deity
Actions of Deity

Presence of Deity
Authority of Deity
Honors of Deity

(O8]

he Personality of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit Is Someone, Not Something

TP AR ™0 o0 o

The Holy Spirit Is Someone with a Rational, Volitional
Nature
c. The Holy Spirit Is Someone Unique in Relationships
with Other Persons
4. Practical Implications of the Spirit’s Divine Personality
II. The Work of the Holy Spirit in Creation and Common Grace
A. The Holy Spirit and Creation
1. The Spirit’s Creation of the World
2. The Spirit’s Creation of Mankind
B. The Holy Spirit and Providence
1. The Spirit’s Providence over All Things
2. The Spirit’s Providence over Human Life
C. God’s Common Grace to Mankind
God’s General Goodness
God’s Restraint of Sin
The Reformed Controversy over God’s Common Grace
Common Grace in the Bible
Common Grace in Reformed Theology

P

Practical Applications of the Doctrine of Common Grace
1. The Sp1r1t of God with Old Covenant Israel
A. The Spirit of Prophecy
B. The Spirit of Power
C. The Spirit of Presence
D. The Spirit of Piety
1. Explicit Statements That the Spirit Sanctified Old Cov-
enant Saints
2. The Identity of the Spiritual Israel
The Necessity of the New Birth to Enter the Kingdom
4. The Necessity of the Indwelling of the Spirit for Obedience

(O8]
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5. The Evidence of the Grace Promised in the New Covenant
6. The Content of the Covenantal Blessing

7. Spiritual Communion with God
E. Practical Applications of the Spirit’s Old Covenant Work
1. We Must Submit to the Spirit’s Ancient Words

NG R

We Must Rely on the Spirit’s Empowering Gifts

We Must Depend on the Spirit’s Saving Work

We Must Pray for the Church’s Worship of God

We Must Be Grateful for Our New Covenant Privileges
. We Must Have Faith in Christ Alone

IV. The Spirit and God the Son Incarnate

The Holy Spirit and the Revelation of Christ

The Holy Spirit and Christ’s Incarnation

The Holy Spirit and Christ’s Anointing at His Baptism

A.

moOow

E

G.

The Holy Spirit and Christ’s Empowering in His Ministry

The Holy Spirit and Christ’s Passion, Death, Resurrection,

and Ascension
The Holy Spirit and Christ’s Exalted Reign
Implications of the Spirit of Christ for the Christian Life
V. Pentecost and the Paraclete: Baptized with the Spirit
A. Christ’s Baptism of His People with the Spirit at Pentecost
1. The Expectation of the Prophets
2. The Events of Pentecost
3. The Explanation of Paul
4. Summary: Baptized with the Spirit

B. The Claims of Pentecostalism

1. Introduction to the Pentecostal and Charismatic

Movements

2. The Arguments of Pentecostal and Charismatic Theology

a.

o T

€.

Spiritual Experiences of a Baptism with Power after
Conversion

Paul and Luke Are Not Speaking of the Same Gift
The Extraordinary Experience of the Early Church
The Historical Narratives of Acts

Particular Grammatical Form (Aorist Participle)

C. Christ’s Promise of the Paraclete
1. The Sending of the Paraclete
2. The Title of the Paraclete

3. The Work of the Paraclete
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4.
5.

The Time of the Paraclete
Summary: The Privilege of the Paraclete’s Presence

VI. The Gifts of the Spirit in the Church
A. The Gifts of the Holy Spirit in General
B. The Specific Gifts of the Holy Spirit

1.

e

10.

0 XN

Apostleship

Prophecy and Discerning of Spirits

The Gift of Evangelists

Teaching, Exhorting, Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowl-
edge, and Pastoring

Working of Miracles

Healing

Helps, Ministry, Giving, and Mercy
Governments and Ruling

Tongues and Interpreting Tongues

Conclusion to the Study of Specific Spiritual Gifts

C. Our Duty regarding Spiritual Gifts

1.
2.
3.

7.

Judge Your Gifts with Humble, Sober Realism

Employ Your Gifts in Active Church Membership
Cherish the Other Gifts and Rely on the Other Members
of the Body

Treasure and Pursue Love above Any Spiritual Gift
Control Your Gifts for Peace, Order, and Edification in
the Church

Submit Your Gifts to the Direction of the Lord Christ
through His Word

Serve as a Steward of God’s Grace for His Glory

VII. The Signs and Wonders of the Spirit
A. Introduction to Miracles

1.
2.
3.
4.

New Testament Terminology for Miracles

A Theological Definition of a Miracle
Miracles, Skepticism, and Modern Science
Biblical Miracles, Divine Testimony, and Faith

B. Miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit Today

1.
2.

Views of Miraculous Gifts Today

Arguments against Cessationism Answered

a. Christian Experience Recorded throughout History

b. Christian Theology Distorted by Rationalistic Philosophy
c. The Supposed Inactivity of the Risen Lord Jesus
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d. The Restricting of the Holy Spirit to the Work of Salvation
e. The Stripping of Power from the Kingdom
f. The Cessation of All Gifts Only at Christ’s Coming
3. Arguments for the Cessation of Miraculous Gifts
a. Concentrations of Miracles
b. The Uniqueness of the Apostles
¢. The Foundational Function of Apostles and Prophets
to the Church
d. The Miraculous Gifts and New Special Revelation
e. The Completion of Special Revelation in Christ
f.  The Difference between Biblical Gifts and Modern Gifts
C. Pastoral Prayer for Healing
D. Faith and Miracles Today
VIII. The Holy Spirit and the New Creation
A. The Spirit and the Tabernacle of God’s Renewed Presence
B. The Spirit and the Kingdom of God’s Renewed Reign
C. The Spirit and the New Creation in Cosmic Perspective
1. Peace between Man and Beast
2. The Blossoming of the Wilderness
3. New Creation, New Eden
4. Hope Directed toward a Person and a Place
D. The Spirit and the New Creation in the People of God
1. The Re-creation of Justice
2. Life and Light Rekindled
3. The Magnificent Scope of Salvation

Section B: The Holy Spirit and the Order
of Salvation (Ordo Salutis)
IX. Union with Christ by the Spirit
A. Corporate Solidarity in the Last Adam
1. The One Head of His People
2. The Covenant Officer with Whom God’s People Are One
3. Christ in His People, and They in Him and with Him
B. Images of Union and Communion with God in Christ
1. God’s Temple in Christ
2. God’s Fruit Bearers in Christ
3. God’s Guests at the Feast in Christ
4. God’s Clothing in Christ
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S.
6.

Christ’s Bride
Christ’s Body

C. Summary and Application
D. The Modes of Union with Christ at Various Stages of History

I

Union with Christ in the Father’s Eternal Election

Union with Christ in His Incarnation

Union with Christ in His Death, Resurrection, and Ascension
Union with Christ in the Spirit’s Works of Personal Salvation
Union with Christ in the Glory of God Forever

E. The Federal and Spiritual Dimensions of Union with Christ
E  False Views of Union with Christ

1.
2.
3.

Pantheism and Panentheism: Confusion of Essences
Unbiblical Mysticism: Confusion of Persons
Deification: Confusion of Glories

G. Union with Christ and Reformed Theology
H. Practical Implications of Spiritual Union with Christ

NG ke e

Communion with God

Spiritual Transformation
Participation in Christ’s Sufferings
A New and Noble Identity
Members of One Body

Bold Fidelity in Ministry

. Hope in Trials and Temptations

X. The Order of the Application of Salvation
A. Arguments for an Order of Salvation

1.

Salvation Resembles a Story in That It Has a Beginning,
Middle, and End

Salvation Involves Distinct Divine Acts That Stand in
Relation to Each Other

Salvation Is a Work of the God of Order

. The Knowledge of the Order of Salvation Preserves Us

from Error
God Wills for His People to Meditate on and Experience
Each Distinct Blessing

B. Historical Development of the Reformed Ordo Salutis
C. Modern Criticisms of the Ordo Salutis

1.
2.

The Scriptures Do Not Teach an Order of Salvation
An Order of Salvation Distracts Us from Salvation by
Grace Alone through Christ Alone
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3. An Ordo Salutis Fails to Acknowledge Paul’s Redemptive-
Historical Theology

4. The Modern Evangelical Use of the Order of Salvation
Focuses on the Individual to the Neglect of the Church

Developing a Biblical Order of Salvation

1. A Basic Biblical Order of Salvation by Union with Christ

2. A Fuller Biblical Order of Salvation by Union with Christ

3. Explanation and Clarification of the Fuller Order

Practical Applications of the Order of Salvation

1. Complete Salvation in Christ for All Our Needs

2. Abundant and Amazingly Generous Grace in Christ

3. Divine Wisdom in Ordering God’s Grace for His Glory

4. A Foundation for Eternal Hope

The General Call of the Gospel

A.
B.

E.

Terminology and Definitions of Calling
The Characteristics of the Gospel Call
Scriptural

Official

Evangelical

Judicial

General

Merciful

Resistible

Sacrificial

© PN W

. Successful

The Contents of the Gospel Call

1. The Doctrine of the Good News

2. The Summons to Repent and Believe
3. The Promise of Salvation

. Controversies Concerning the Free Offer of the Gospel

1. The Objection against Sovereign Grace
2. The Objection against the Gospel Call

The Motivations for Missions and Evangelism

Preparatory Grace and the Spirit of Conviction

A.
B.

C.

A Definition of the Doctrine and Dangers of Its Distortion
Augustinian Preparatory Grace versus Semi-Pelagian
Preparation

The Biblical Doctrine of Preparatory Grace

1. The Word, the Spirit, and Common Grace
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2.
3.

The Romans Road: The Law, the Gospel, and the Spirit
The Spirit of Preparation and Conviction in the Gospels
and Acts

D. The Qualitative Difference between Preparatory Grace and

Saving Grace

E. Theological Implications of Preparatory Grace

1.
2.
3.

S.

Preparatory Grace Honors God as Creator and Redeemer
Preparatory Grace Assists the Free Offer of the Gospel
The Doctrine of Preparation Teaches Dependence on the
Spirit

The Doctrine of Preparation Engages Sinners with the
Law but not with Legalism

Preparatory Grace Is through Christ and to Christ

E  The Proper Use of the Doctrine of Preparation

1.
2.

8.

Pastors Must Preach the Law and the Gospel

Sermons Should Discriminate between Believers and
Unbelievers

Preachers Should Avoid Teaching Speculative Schemes of
Preparation

Preachers Must Address the Consciences of Unbelievers
We Cannot Always Distinguish Experientially between
Preparatory Grace and the First Motions of Saving Grace
Sinners Must Be Exhorted to Use the Means of Grace
Sinners Must Not Be Allowed to Rest in Conviction but
Receive and Rest upon Christ

The Church Must Pray for the Power of the Holy Spirit

XIII. Resisting, Testing, and Blaspheming the Holy Spirit
A. Resisting the Holy Spirit

1.

2.

The Meaning of Resisting the Spirit

a. Rejecting the Spirit’s Word

b. Fighting the Spirit’s Conviction

c. Persecuting the Spirit’s Messengers

d. Lacking the Spirit’s Inner Circumcision

The Implications of the Doctrine of Resisting the Spirit
a. For Unbelievers: Warning

b. For Believers: Gratitude

c. For Preachers: Perseverance

B. Testing the Holy Spirit

1.

The Meaning of Testing the Holy Spirit
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The Implications of the Warning against Testing the Holy Spirit
a. The Fear of the Lord

b. The Warning to Unbelievers

c. The Encouragement to Believers

C. Blaspheming the Holy Spirit

1. The Meaning of Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit

2. The Magnitude of Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit

3. The Modern Implications of Blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit

D. Concluding Applications regarding Sinful Responses to the

Gospel Call

1. We Should Humble Ourselves for Our Sin

2. We Should Acknowledge Our Need for Inward, Trans-
forming Grace

3. We Should Thank God with Grateful Hearts If He Has

Saved Us

XIV. Effectual Calling
A. A Basic Explanation of Effectual Calling
B. The Definition and Doctrine of Effectual Calling

1.

10.

VXN A

Sovereign Summons

The Triune God

Eternal Election

Individuals

Undeserved Grace

Produces Gospel Faith and Repentance
To Create a New People

Spiritual Union with Christ

Holiness

God Infallibly Brings Them to Glory

C. Applications of the Doctrine of Effectual Calling

1.

»

The Church Must Preach the Gospel for the Salvation of
Sinners

A Person Must Be Effectually Called to Be Saved

A Person’s Election Makes Itself Known in His Calling
Christians Should Glorify God Alone for Their
Conversion

The Called Must Pursue Practical Holiness

The Called Must Cultivate the Unity of the Church

The Called Should Joyfully Hope in a Happy Future
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D. Terminology and Proper Framing of the Theological Issue

1.
2.
3.
4.

Irresistible Grace versus Resistible Grace
Monergism versus Synergism

Effectual Grace versus Necessary Grace

Total Inability versus Natural or Restored Ability

E. Various Views of God’s Grace in Relation to the Sinner’s Will

1.
2.

Natural Ability (Pelagianism)

Restored Ability by Universal Necessary Grace (Roman
Catholicism and Arminianism)

Necessary but Not Effectual Grace with the Word
(Lutheranism)

Particular and Effectual Saving Grace (Augustinianism
and Reformed Theology)

F. The Effectual Power of God’s Saving Grace
G. Objections to Effectual Calling

1.

0 ® NN RN

God Calls All People to Christ through the Gospel
Obligation Implies Ability

God Gives Prevenient Grace to All People through Christ
People Can and Do Resist God’s Call in the Gospel
Sinners Can Defeat God’s Purpose to Save Them

Entrance into the Kingdom Is Harder for Some than Others
God Promises the Spirit of Life to Those Who Believe
God Is Love

People Are Responsible for Their Choice to Believe or
Disbelieve

H. Evangelism by Faith in Effectual Grace through the Word
XV. Regeneration

A. Clarification of Theological Terminology

B. Biblical Descriptions of Regeneration

1.
2.

Salvation by Spiritual Rebirth
Other Biblical Descriptions of Regeneration

a. Washing

b. Circumcision

c. New Heart and New Spirit
d. Resurrection from the Dead
e. New Creation

C. The Definition and Doctrine of Regeneration

1.
2.

Supernatural Rebirth
Re-Creation of a Sinner
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Application of the Life of the Risen Christ

Power That Produces Conversion in the Inner Man
Renewal of God’s Image

Definitive Cleansing from Sin

Grace Given Because of God’s Mercy and Love

D. Theological Questions about Regeneration

1.

S.
6.

Regeneration in Relation to the Trinity

2. Regeneration in Relation to God’s Sovereignty
3.
4. Regeneration in Relation to People Unable to Understand

Regeneration in Relation to Baptism

the Gospel
Regeneration in Relation to the Call of the Gospel
Regeneration in Relation to Effectual Calling

E. Practical Applications of the Doctrine of Regeneration

10.

0 XN AN

Encouragement for Evangelism

Promotion of Humble Prayer

Weapon to Overthrow Self-Righteousness
Counter to Intellectual Pride

Reason to Hope in Christ

Potent, God-Glorifying Comfort

Continual Dependence on the Spirit

Good Works

Patience and Gentleness toward the Wicked
God’s Unspeakable Glory

XVI. Conversion

A. Introduction to Conversion

1.
2.
3.

Theological Terminology of Conversion
Variety in Conversion
The Two Sides of Conversion: Repentance and Faith

B. Repentance unto Life

1.
2.
3.

Biblical Terminology of Repentance

The Definition of Saving Repentance

The Comprehensiveness of Repentance

a. Intellectual Change

b. Emotional Change

c. Volitional Change

d. Behavioral Change

The Spiritual Exercise of Repentance

a. Turning from Sin to the Merciful God

33
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c.
d.

€.

Heartfelt Confessing of Sins against the
Righteous God

Praying for Saving Grace

Declaring God’s Salvation to Others
Worshiping God with His Penitent Church

5. True Repentance Discerned by Its Character and Fruit

6. The Necessity of Repentance

a.

b.

Necessary for Salvation
Necessary for Growth and Perseverance

7. Motives for Unbelievers to Repent

a
b
c.
d.
e
f
&

God’s Command

. God’s Mercies

The Evil of Sin

The Inevitability of Death
The Justice of God’s Judgment
The Sufferings of Christ

. The Wrong of Your Sins against God
h.

The Consequences of Whether You Repent

C. Faith in Jesus Christ
1. Biblical Terminology of Faith
2. Kinds of Faith That Do Not Save

a.

- a0 o

Mere Mental Belief (Historical Faith)

Transient Emotional Commitment (Temporary Faith)
Confidence in Miracles (Faith of Miracles)

Blind Submission to Church Leaders (Implicit Faith)
Claiming Earthly Blessings with Confidence

Saying a Prayer or Making a Physical Motion

3. The Object of Saving Faith
4. The Threefold Nature of Saving Faith

a.
b.
C.

d.

Historical Background: Saving Faith Is More Than Assent
Saving Faith as Experiential Knowledge of God

Saving Faith as Submissive Assent to God’s Word
Saving Faith as Confident Trust in Christ

5. Faith’s Experiential Exercise

a.

o an o

Faith Empties Us of Self

Faith Comes to Christ and Receives Him
Faith Lives out of Christ

Faith Strives against Obstacles

Faith Produces Good Works
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6. The Necessity of Faith in Christ
a. The Necessity for Salvation of the Lost
b. The Necessity for Growth in the Saved
XVIIL. Justification
A. The Nature of Justification: Terminology and Definition
B. The Basis of Justification: The Righteousness of God in Christ
1. The Righteousness of God
2. The Imputation of Christ’s Righteousness
C. The Execution of Justification: From Eternity to Glory
1. God Decreed Justification in Eternity through Christ
2. God Accomplished Justification by Christ’s Obedience,
Death, and Resurrection
3. God Promises Justification in the Gospel of Christ
4. God Grants Actual Justification by Faith in Christ
5. God Imparts a Subjective Sense of Justification in the
Conscience
6. God Will Publicly Justify Believers on Judgment Day
. The Means of Justification: By Faith in Christ
E. Justification by Faith Alone and the Place of Good Works
1. The Opposite of Justification by Works of Obedience to
the Law
2. The Inseparable Companion of the Grace of Sanctification

o)

F. The Experiential and Practical Benefits of Justification by
Faith Alone
1. Peace of Conscience
2. Joyful Communion with the Reconciled God
3. Liberty to Confess Our Sins and Seek God’s Fatherly
Forgiveness
The Gift of Eternal Life and Blessing
Freedom of Conscience from Human Judgments
Grounds for Assurance of Salvation

Nk

Hope of Glory
G. Historical and Polemical Theology of Justification (Ancient to
Reformation)
1. The Early Church Fathers on Justification
2. The Medieval Catholic Theologians on Justification
3. The Reformers on Justification
4. The Council of Trent and Modern Roman Catholicism on
Justification
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5. Objections to Justification by Faith Alone

a.

o a0 o

f

God’s Word is Always Effective

Biblical Justification Is Regeneration

God Speaks No Lies

Only Some Works Are Excluded from Justification
Faith Cannot Justify without Love

“Faith Alone” Is Antinomian

6. The Practical Importance of Sola Fide: Soli Deo Gloria
H. Historical and Polemical Theology of Justification (Modern)

1. Arminian and Other Evangelical Denials of the Imputa-

tion of Christ’s Righteousness

2. Arguments for the Imputation of Christ’s Righteousness

a.
b.

C.

L.

Paul Teaches It in 2 Corinthians 5:21

The Justification of Sinners Requires It

The Righteousness That God Imputes to Believers Was
Objectively Accomplished in Christ

Justification Involves the Imputation of Righteousness
as a Gift of Free Grace

The Idea That God Counts Faith Itself as Our Righ-
teousness Raises Serious Questions about God’s Justice
and Law

Our Righteousness Is Not Depicted as Our Faith but
as the Result of Believing

Justification Includes the Grant of the Right to

Eternal Life

The Imputation of Christ’s Obedience Does Not Re-
move the Reason for Christian Obedience

God Has Given Believers Perfect Righteousness

3. Karl Barth on Universal Justification

4. The New Perspective on Paul and Ecclesiological

Justification
5. The Confidence That Arises from the Imputation of
Christ’s Obedience to Believers

a.
b.

C.

Confidence That Their Persons Are Pleasing to God
Confidence That Their Good Works Are Pleasing to God
Confidence That Their Obedient Worship and Prayers
Are Pleasing to God

Confidence That Their Entrance into Glory Is Pleasing
to God
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XVIII. Adoption
A. Biblical Theology of Adoption

1.

4.
5.
6.

The Cultural Background of Adoption in the Ancient
World

God’s Adoption of Sons in the Book of Moses

God’s Adoption of Sons in the Monarchy and Latter
Prophets

God’s Adoption of Sons in the Gospels

God’s Adoption of Sons in Paul’s Epistles

God’s Adoption of Sons in the Other Epistles

B. Adoption as a Privilege Unique to Those in Christ

C. Adoption as a Systematic Perspective on Salvation

1.
2.

Election and Predestination Are the Planning of Adoption
Incarnation Is Christ’s Taking a Nature Suitable for Our
Adoption

Redemption by Christ’s Blood Is the Objective Accom-
plishment of Adoption

Resurrection and Ascension Are the Incarnate Son’s Exal-
tation as the Mediator of Adoption

Calling Is the Effectual Summons to Christ for Adoption

. Regeneration Is God’s Giving Sinners a Nature Suitable to

Live in the Relationships Granted by Adoption
Repentance Is a Sinner’s Turning to the Father for
Adoption

Faith Is the Human Instrument of Receiving Adoption

. Justification Is the Legal Prerequisite of Adoption
10.
11.
12.

Sanctification Is the Practical Outworking of Adoption
Preservation and Perseverance Are the School of Adoption
Glorification Is the Completion of the Aims of Adoption

D. Adoption as the Transformation of Relationships

1.

A Transformed Relationship to the Triune God

a. God the Father

b. God the Son

¢. God the Holy Spirit

A Transformed Relationship to Oneself

a. God’s Son or Daughter

One with the Son of God

An Identity That Transcends Earthly Categories

a0

An Heir of God’s Promises

37
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3. A Transformed Relationship to the World

a.
b.

C.

d.

The Formation of an Antithesis with the World

A Call to Maintain Distinctiveness from the World
A Peaceable and Kind Heart toward Enemies in the
World

Participation in the Son’s Mission to the World

4. A Transformed Relationship to the Church

a.

g.

True Membership in God’s Family with His Brothers
and Sisters

Fundamental Spiritual Equality with His Brothers and
Sisters

Harmonious Relationships with His Brothers and
Sisters

Sacrificial Service to His Brothers and Sisters

Giving and Receiving Exhortation among His Brothers
and Sisters

Ministry with Familial Affection to His Brothers and
Sisters

Communication with His Brothers and Sisters

XIX. Sanctification
A. Biblical Teaching about Sanctification

1. The Biblical Terminology of Sanctification
2. The Theological Definition of Sanctification

3. The Necessity of Sanctification

a.

b.

God’s People Must Be Sanctified Because He Is Holy
God’s People Must Be Sanctified Because They Are His
Image Bearers

God’s People Must Be Sanctified Because They Are
Born in the State of Sin

God’s People Must Be Sanctified Because Morality and
Religiosity Are Not Holiness

God’s People Must Be Sanctified Because Regeneration
Is Only the Beginning of Holiness

God’s People Must Be Sanctified Because Salvation
Demands the Response of Holy Love

God’s People Must Be Sanctified Because Good Works
Demonstrate the Reality of Their Salvation by Faith

4, The Trinitarian Grace of Sanctification

a.

Election unto Holiness by the Father
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b. Union with Christ in His Death and Resurrection
c. The Supernatural Agency of the Holy Spirit
5. The Divine Implementation of Sanctification
a. Definitive Sanctification
b. Progressive Sanctification
B. Theological Controversies about Sanctification
1. Celibacy, Poverty, and Asceticism (Roman Catholicism)
2. Christian Perfection